INCREDIBLE     CARNEGIE
back thrillers, this surprising little person made friends
with Macaulay, Bancroft and Lamb. His nose was buried
in a book every spare moment. Col. Anderson had sowed
a seed that half a century later was to ring the world
with free libraries bearing the name Carnegie.
The magic land of the theater was also opened to the
youth at this time. If a message came for anyone con*
nected with the old Pittsburgh Theater, Andy generally
managed to grab the assignment; and was permitted to
slip into the peanut gallery. He was dazzled by the glit-
tering pageantry. Most of the plays were of a melo-
; dramatic order, with an occasional comedy or classic.
iOne night the boy witnessed a performance of Macbeth
iby the tragedian, Edwin Adams. Thereafter, week after
|week, he drew a volume of Shakespeare from the Ander-
son library. And thereafter, through life, the Bard was
enshrined with Burns and Scott,
The tick of the telegraph instruments fascinated
young Carnegie. Mr. Brooks gave him a little instruction
in the mysterious code. Andy made a point of getting
to the office early to try out his knowledge of the key.
He volunteered to sweep out the operating room, before
the day force came on, so that he could gain an op-
portunity for practice. Soon he was able to communicate
haltingly with other stations.
One morning, when he was alone in the office, a death
message came in from Philadelphia. Such a message he
knew required prompt handling, so he wrote it out, put
it in his cap, and delivered it. "When Mr. Brooks came in,
the nervy messenger told him what he had done. "It will
be all right, my boy," said the manager, "unless you have
made a mistake/* Andy's luck was with him. There was
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